FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is the Society for? Our learned society brings together collectors of antique
arms and accessories across a wide range of member’s interests. Antique rifles,
pistols and edged weapons form the bulk of items presented at meetings together
with information on their manufacture and historical significance.

Do you have meetings for collectors? Yes, we have regular monthly meetings in
Sydney, and over 20 country Chapters across NSW meet every 2-3 months.
Contacts details are on the Society website Antique Arms Collectors Society of Australia

Are you a shooting club, too? No, we do not run shooting competitions and have no range access. Some of our
members with appropriate Category A, B & H licences shoot original and reproduction antique firearms, but they
do so through target shooting clubs.

Who can join the Society? Anyone with a genuine interest in antique arms will benefit from meeting like-minded
collectors; be prepared to demonstrate knowledge of your specialist collecting field, bring along some of your
own items of interest, and be amazed!

How do | apply to join? First, come along to some meetings as a guest and see if our society suits you. Then
download the application form from our website and follow the instructions.

Do | need to hold a firearms licence? NSW members do not need a licence to collect, for example, original
antique muzzleloading rifles, antique swords or colonial artifacts. A licence is only required for more “modern”
cartridge firearms, see below.

What is the definition of an antique firearm? Broadly, it means a firearm manufactured before 1900, and for
which ammunition is not commercially available. This is a complex subject; the NSW Firearms Registry website
has several fact sheets giving detailed guidance on collecting antique pistols and long arms.

Does a Firearm Collector licence allow the use of the firearms in the collection? No, a Category G Firearm
Collector licence only authorises the possession of firearms, NOT their use. Nor does it authorise the possession
of ammunition for any firearm that is part of the collection. See the Firearms Collection Fact Sheet. pdf on the
Firearms Registry website.

What is the “genuine reason” for a firearm collection? The collection must have a genuine commemorative,
historical, thematic or financial value and the applicant must be a current member of a collectors' society or club
approved for firearms collection.

What are the extra storage requirements for a Category G collection? There are additional and strictly
enforced requirements for the safe storage of firearms in a collection which are summarised in the Safe Storage
Level Nine - Firearms Collector fact sheet available on the Firearms Registry website.

Do you cater for collectors of modern sporting arms and pistols? Sorry, not our field of interest. The Sporting
Shooters Association of Australia (SSAA) may be able to assist you.

What types of antique arms do members collect? Big question! We have seen extraordinary wheellock
collections, many cased flintlock pistols and long arms, the full range of colonial rifles and pistols from
settlement to Federation are always popular. Some members specialise in the high-quality hunting rifles of the
British Empire and others are experts in swords, Persian & Indian armour or the traditional weapons of Japan and
the Indonesian islands.

Are antique arms collections subject to the new 4 or 10 guns per person limits? We don’t know yet, the hastily
written legislation is unclear. We expect that some collections will be subject to the new law limits, but we will
not have clarity until the Regulations are published and the buy-back provisions are implemented sometime in
2026.

For all current licencing information, visit the NSW Firearms Registry website at
www.police.nsw.gov.au/online_services/firearms



